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E-Giving Message  
For bulletin and Flocknote 
 

Option 1 
In order to become great, we must serve! In this Sunday’s Gospel, Our Lord tells James and John not to look at where they 
can sit, but where they can love. Our model of greatness, Jesus Himself, loved all the way to the end. He held nothing 
back, and we are meant to do the same. St. John Paul II famously wrote, “Man cannot fully find himself except through a 
sincere gift of himself.”  
 
We too are often tempted to put earthly goods before our relationship with God the Father. Therefore, we must practice 
this laying down of our lives – in our time, in our talent, and in our treasure. As you have heard, we are using these weeks 
to invite all parishioners to renew their annual offertory commitments. This is not just about offertory; this is about asking 
the Lord what we might be tempted to prioritize over Him. This could be money, but it could also be health, or 
recognition, or even other people. As a next step, simply offer that to the Lord in humility: Lord, I recognize that an earthly 
good has laid claim to my heart, and I lay this down for you at the foot of the altar. I ask you to take this offering and use it 
for Your glory. 
 

Option 2 
 

English  
Electronic Giving Is Here…Have You Signed Up Yet? 
It benefits you and our parish! 
Enrollment is friendly, safe, and trouble-free. 
Never worry about forgetting to bring money to church again. 
 
Please visit our website to learn how using (Vendor) will provide you with an efficient and secure way to support the 
parish. 
 

Spanish  
La Donación Electrónica Esta Aquí... ¿Ya se ha registrado? 
¡Te beneficia a ti y a nuestra parroquia! 
La inscripción es fácil de usar, segura y sin complicaciones. 
No tendrá  que preocuparse de olvidar de traer su dinero a la iglesia de nuevo. 
 
Por favor visite nuestro sitio web para aprender cómo el uso de (Proveedor) le proporcionará una manera eficiente y 
segura de apoyar a la parroquia. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reflection 
 
Delivered by Pastor / Vicar – includes suggested talking points for homily 
 
You might remember that before embarking upon his public ministry, our Lord withdrew into the desert, where he 
experienced three temptations of the devil: bread, or hunger; power and recognition; and kingdoms, or wealth. It’s 
important to note that Satan tempts the Lord with things that are good – the temptation actually lies in prioritizing these 



earthly goods above the ultimate good, who is God. And because this was the tactic that Satan used to tempt Jesus, we 
can be sure that this is also the tactic that he will use to tempt me and you. 
 
In this week’s Gospel, we hear of how James and John struggled with this same temptation, to prioritize power and 
recognition above the love of God: “Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” And 
as He so often does, our Lord responds with a surprising and paradoxical answer: “Whoever wishes to be great among 
you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.” 
 
In other words, there is a temptation to think that our greatest freedom, our greatest self-actualization, will come by 
putting ourselves first, but Jesus teaches us this deep truth about our own human condition – that our greatest freedom 
can be found in giving our lives over for the good of another, by putting ourselves last.  
 
In order to become great, we must serve! He tells James and John not to look at where they can sit but where they can 
love. Our model of greatness, Jesus Himself, loved all the way to the end. He held nothing back, and we are meant to do 
the same. St. John Paul II famously wrote, “Man cannot fully find himself except through a sincere gift of himself.”  
 
So just as Jesus was tempted to put worldly things before His relationship with God the Father, we too are tempted in this 
way. Therefore, we must practice this laying down of our lives – in our time, in our talent, and in our treasure. So why are 
we talking about this? As you have heard, we are using these weeks to invite all parishioners to renew their annual 
offertory commitments. This is not just about offertory; this is about asking the Lord what we might be tempted to 
prioritize over Him. This could be money, but it could also be health, or recognition, or even other people. As a next step, 
simply offer that to the Lord in humility: Lord, I recognize that an earthly good has laid claim to my heart, and I lay this 
down for you at the foot of the altar. I ask you to take this offering and use it for Your glory. 
 
And if we live our lives this way, always seeking to put God first, our Lord does promise us something: nothing less than 
Christ Himself, who has come “to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Our Lord asked St. Thomas Aquinas, a great doctor of the Church, what it is that he wanted most in the world, and St. 
Thomas famously responded, “Only you, Lord. Only you.” This is because in all the good things of this earth, there is only 
one thing we are to possess – and that is Him. That all of the good things of this earth are, in a certain sense, part of His 
romance of the heart. It would be a strange thing for a young woman to take a diamond ring from a young man on one 
knee and walk away. The young man gives the ring because he wants to give himself. And the ring is supposed to 
symbolize the commitment, the beauty, the endurance of his love. The ring reflects the endurance of his heart in offering 
himself to her. And we hope that she likes him more than the ring! Section adapted from a homily by Father Joseph 
Hagan, OP, October 4, 2020 
 
As we heard in the Letter to the Hebrews today, “we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens… so let 
us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.”  Jesus has come to give us 
everything. He says to each of us, “I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” Let us trust in our 
good God with everything that we have, holding nothing back from the one who prioritizes us over all. Amen. 
 
 
 

General Pulpit Announcement #2 
Delivered by Pastor/Administrator 
 
As you have heard over the past three weeks, this fall we are inviting all parishioners to renew or increase our 
regular weekly offerings. The increase in giving we receive through your generosity will be used to address 
(DETAIL NEEDS). 
 
Let me assure you that addressing these needs today is essential. We have an opportunity to strengthen our 
parish through these efforts, and I am confident that we will respond with great generosity. 



 
Our hope is to increase our weekly collection by at least 15%. However, parishes that go through this process 
often see increases of 20% or even more. In the wake of the pandemic, this boost is needed now more than 
ever. 
 
Currently our average weekly collection is $   , so we are hoping to increase our weekly 
offertory to a week. 
 
[opportunity to reflect in greater detail on offertory trends and budgetary needs within the parish] 
 
The Finance Council and I are excited to get started on this project, and I am confident that we will be successful. 
We also want to inform you that we offer a variety of ways to support our parish in addition to envelopes. Please 
view our parish website if you are interested in enrolling in online giving, a convenient option which allows you to 
budget your time and resources by using a credit card or bank account of your choosing. 
 
Some of you may have already received a letter from me detailing these efforts and highlighting their 
importance. If you have not received it, please be on the lookout this week. I ask that you prayerfully read it over 
and consider responding to this important request by returning the response card included in your mailing in the 
offertory basket at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you are still in the process of renewing your annual offertory commitment, please make sure to take home the Catholic 
Giving Guide bulletin insert to help with the process.  
 
Thank you, and God bless you! 
 

Social Media Samples 
Variations on the samples can be used for Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
 

Option 1 
 

English  
Please join us by participating in Beyond Sunday Morning. This effort helps us (PARISH NEEDS HERE). You can make your 
gift at Mass or by visiting (ONLINE GIVING WEBSITE) 
 

Spanish  
Por favor, únase a nosotros llevando su fe Más Allá del Domingo por la Mañana y participando en La Campaña de Ofrenda 
Incrementada de «Parish_Title_» La campaña nos ayuda a (Necesidades de la parroquia). Usted puede hacer su donación 
durante la misa o visitando «Oneline_Giving_Link». 
 

Option 2 
“If He asks much of you, it is because He knows you can give much.” – Pope John Paul II. Please visit (ONLINE GIVING 
WEBSITE) to learn more about our Increased Offertory Campaign or to make a gift today. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 



English  
Lord, today we thank you for the blessings that you bestow upon us all; may we all give back to you with gladness and 
sincerity. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Spanish  
Oraciones de los Fieles – Intención 
Señor, hoy te damos gracias por las bendiciones que nos concedes; que todos podamos darte de regreso con alegría y 
sinceridad … 
Te rogamos óyenos 
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